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FACTORS INFLUENCING THE FUTURE OF THE U,S.
REMOTE SENSING SYSTEM

T+M, LILLESAND

University of Wisconsin-Madison/
Environmental Remote Sensing Center
Madison, Wisconsin

To say that this is a critical time
in shaping the future of remote sensing
in the U.S. is an understatement. In
theory, Landsat D' is scheduled to
operate until 1988. At this juncture
there are no government operated systems
planned thereafter. With the lead time
needed for system development, this
situation will result in a gap in data
continuity unless construction of a new
system begins soon.

On March 8, 1983 President Reagan
announced his decision to evaluate
mechanisms for transferring the U.S. land
and/or weather satellite systems to the
private sector--as well as the responsi-
bility for any future ocean observing
system. The Land Remote Sensing Satel-
lite Advisory Committee has formulated a
series of recommendations and guidelines
within which the feasibility and appro-
priate form of the prospective commer-
cialization of the land observation
system should be evaluated. This presen-
tation ocutlined these recommendations and
summarized the fundamental issues sur-
rounding the commercialization decision.

In addition to the commercialization
question, the status of the remote
sensing educational system in the U.S.
was discussed. These two factors were
then placed into the context of the in-
creasingly important role remote sensing
will play in monitoring global environ-
mental change.

Because of the timeliness of the
developments highlighted in this presen-
tation, it was impossible to formulate a
complete paper to include in these pro-
ceedings. However, much of the back-
ground for the oral comments presented
can be found in the following papers
published by the author.

1. "Trends and Issues in Remote Sensing
Education, " Photogrammetric Engineering
and Remote Sensing, November, 1982,
pp. 1713-1717.

2. "Issues Surrounding the Commercializa-
tion of Civil Land Remote Sensing from
Space, " Photogrammetric Engineering and
Remote Sensing, April, 1983, in press.
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