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ABSTRACT

The NOAA/NESDIS Assessment and Information
Services Center (AISC) has been involved in the
assessment of climatic impacts on food security
in developing countries since 1979. Elements
of this process have included the issuance of
early-warning agroclimatic assessments, the
transfer of agroclimatic modeling and impact
assessment technology to more than seventy
countries, and the development of operational
agroclimatic assessment bulletins by many of
the countries involved.

Currently, NOAA polar orbiting satellite
data are being incorporated as an additional
analytic tool in the assessment process,
Spatial trends in vegetation conditions are
evaluated on the basis of seven-day composite
images produced from the NOAA satellite data
for approximately four hundred agroclimatic
regions worldwide., Temporal trends, based upon
the normalized vegetation index derived from
the composite satellite data, are evaluated in
the context of an available three year history
of "time series" indices.

The goal of integrating satellite data
into the operational agroclimatic assessment
process of developing countries is being
approached through AISC's proven implementation
methodology. This process model includes tech-
nical training as an initial component, Also
included are in-country technical assistance,
international cooperative data exchange, the
implementation of inexpensive microcomputer
technology, in-country workshops, and follow-up
evaluation seminars,

The first training course, "Processing and
Evaluating NOAA Polar Orbiter Data for
Operational Climatic Impact Assessment: A
Pilot Study for Southeast Asia", is being
offered to five scientists from Thailand and
Malaysia in May-June 1985, This six-week
course is designed to incorporate available

NOAA polar-orbiting satellite data into the
assessment process of Thailand and Malaysia,
thereby improving operational agroclimatic
assessments,
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